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or Juntas were speedily organized in the different
provinces ; troops were enrolled; more than one repulse
was inflicted upon the seasoned soldiers of France, and
on 19 July 1808, Dupont was compelled to capitulate
with his whole army, at Baylen. Joseph fled from Madrid
on i August, and on the I5th Palafox successfully defended
Saragossa. The Spanish rising had opened a new chapter
in the history of the Napoleonic era. The nationalist
reaction had begun.
England, to whom the Spanish patriots applied for help,
at once realized its significance. Canning in particular
ENGLAND perceived the potentialities of the new force
raNiNsuiAR which with blind fatuity and vulgar insolence
WAR                Napoleon had aroused. His response to the
application of the Junta was emphatic and prompt. * We
shall proceed upon the principle that any nation of Europe
which starts up with a determination to oppose a Power
which, whether professing insidious peace or declaring open
war, is the common enemy of all nations, becomes instantly
our ally.' On the principle announced by Canning England
acted throughout the remainder of the war.
On i August Sir Arthur Wellesley landed in Portugal, and
three weeks later won a brilliant victory at Vimiero (21
SIR ARTHUR August). Unfortunately, however, he was
WELLESLEY superseded by Sir Harry Burrard. Burrard
in turn was superseded by Sir Hew Dalrymple, who con-
cluded with Junot the disastrous Convention of Cintra
(30 August 1808). The French were, indeed, compelled to
evacuate Portugal, but their army stores and spoils were
carried to France in English ships. Wellesley came home,
and Sir John Moore was appointed to the supreme com-
mand. Moore was a fine soldier, but too despondent in
temper for a war of this special kind. Moreover, Napoleon
had himself assumed command in Spain, had defeated the
Spanish forces near Burgos (10 November), had advanced
on Madrid, and restored his brother Joseph to the throne
(9 December). Moore, who had been marching on Burgos
* with his hand always on the bridle *, determined to retreat